
Zoonoses Update 
“The Livestock Biosecurity Network is reminding livestock handlers to be alert to 
the hazards of Q fever following an increase in the number of reported infections 
across all states in Australia.”  Eyre Peninsula Tribune

“Central Australian residents are being warned against the potentially deadly 
mud disease melioidosis following heavy wet season rains in desert regions 
across the Northern Territory” - ABC Radio Darwin

About The Event
Share an evening amongst colleagues from both the medical and veterinary professions listening to 
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The Ville Resort, 
Townsville QLD
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It’s free - Gold coin donation
Evening Session 6-9 pm

 RSVP:bruce.gummow@jcu.edu.au

 

Dr Robert Norton, Director of Pathology and Microbiology at Townsville Hospital, 
Queensland has worked in a variety of clinical positions including five years in 
Australian indigenous communities. He trained in Microbiology at the Institute of 
Medical and Veterinary Science in Adelaide In his current capacity he has collaborated 
with researchers locally and nationally on projects relating to melioidosis, rheumatic 
fever, invasive group A streptococcal disease and Q-fever. 

Dr Simon Firestone is a Melbourne veterinary graduate with a ANU Masters and 
Sydney PhD in Applied Epidemiology. He is currently a senior lecturer at the 
University of Melbourne and is active in research into the spatio-temporal spread of 
disease in populations. He has worked on a number of zoonotic diseases including 
Q fever, salmonellosis and Ross River virus and has recently conducted a review 
of 20 years of human acute Q fever notifications in Victoria, 1994–2013. 

Dr Jacqueline Picard is Head of Paraclinical Studies and Veterinary Diagnostic 
Services within the College of Public Health, Medical & Vet Sciences at James Cook 
University and is a world class veterinary bacteriologist, and has worked on a range 
of zoonotic diseases including cases of melioidosis in the Burdekin region. 

Facilitated by specialist 
veterinarian , Professor Bruce Gummow , a world authority in veterinary preventative medicine.
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